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One of the world’s leading think tanks on social issues, the United Nations Research Institute for Social 
Development (UNRISD) is an autonomous multidisciplinary research organization funded by voluntary 
contributions. Its activities include research, publication, sponsorship of international policy dialogue on key 
social issues, substantive contribution to conferences and events related to its areas of work, and strengthening 
of research capacity in developing countries. With a staff of around 35 people at its Geneva headquarters, 
UNRISD works through a global network of scholars and research centres. Its recent research programme has 
included work on social policy, poverty reduction, gender and development, social movements, identity, 
privatization and corporate social responsibility. 

   The Director’s position offers an exciting opportunity to initiate innovative global research programmes, 
influence international policy debates, and draw in contributions from leading thinkers, research centres, 
multilateral bodies and civil society organizations. The ideal candidate will be a scholar of world reputation, 
committed to multidisciplinary research and capable of motivating an international team of researchers. She or 
he will have a proven record in management and fundraising, preferably at international or regional level, and 
be fluent in English with a working knowledge of French and/or Spanish. 

   The appointment, for an initial two-year period at the United Nations L7 level (equivalent to D2), incorporates 
an attractive salary and benefits package. The appointee should be prepared to take up the post in March 2009. 

   Applications, containing a comprehensive CV, statement of motivation and interest, and names of three 
referees, should be sent by 30 June 2008, via post to The Director, UNRISD, Palais des Nations, 1211 Geneva 
10, Switzerland (Ref. Director Vacancy); or via email to hr_director@unrisd.org. Only short-listed candidates will 
be contacted, by early August 2008. 

   For further information about the post, contact Mr. Alexander Dénis, Administrative and Finance Officer 
(denis@unrisd.org). For further information about UNRISD, consult www.unrisd.org. 

 

 


